
COAL FATAL 
DEPT OF INTERIOR 
BUREt1U UF MI l\!EEi 
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Explosion- 7 killed February B, 1916 

SEVEN KILLED IN MINE~ 

Gas Explosion in Nottingham Colliery At Plymouth, Pa .. 

WILKES BARRE, Pa., Feb .. 8 .. --A gas explosion killed seven men in the 
Nottingham colliery of the Lehigh and Wilkes Barre Coal company at 
Plymouth late today .. Water hampered the work of the rescuers,, 

lAJ :i. l k r,• ~'=· ····· BEit 1·· 1·· c~ , Feb . D ,, ··········Nin r:: min f:,• 1·· i,,,. \•\If·,:,, .. E' in i:; t i::tn t 1 y k J.. l 1 E1d i'i\ n d i::i 
number injured in an explosion □ f gas in the Nottingham mine at 
Plymouth, this afternoon. Rescuers are at work in the mine and it 
is feared the death list may grow,, A score of doctors have been 
sent to the mine. The explosion occurred at 1=30 this afternoon 
but it was nine o'clock before the company's officials would make 
known the extent of the disaster. 

[AMSTERDAM (N. Y.) SENTINEL FEB 9, 1916] 

Fatal Accident in Lance Colliery at Plymouth, Pa; Cause Is Unknown 

WILKES-BARRE, Pa., Feb .. □ --Seven men were killed in a gas explosion 
in a gas explosion in the Lance colliery of the Lehigh & Wilkes 
EiEtl' .. r-·E·' Cotitl Cc:,rnpan·/ iiitt F'lymout.h thi:;;:. iii1·ft.r•:•1··nc:,nn,, fi1l l the \iic:tirn!,'!. 
were of foreign birth. About one hundred men were in the mine when 
thr,· E!>; pl c::,:,;;.ic:,n c:ic:c:u1··r·E,•d. ThE•·/ \•'JF,:r·t:::• hur· l eel in iiit .!. .!. d:.i.1•·,.:.!c tir::ini,;;. ,, 
several of the dead and injured being found scattered along the 
q Et n q \•\' iiit y ,, T h E•:• d <:::• i'it d Et r· E• r, S t ii,i n l E• y H h u !','· t iiit ,, Ct !J !'':' cl ::::; H ,, ,n iiit r r· i r::· d ,, :,,,. :.\. :,.; 
small children~ John Lasaki, 26; married; George Gorki, 22, 
married; Michael Miklaonis, 49, wife and nine children; Stanley 
I\! :i. c•wc:,don ~,;k :i. ,, .1. 9, 1;:;in9 le,, cl,, .. i \/1,,21'·, E\nd t,,Ji:it l t(::!l'.. B,c'I l 1,,:•::;; t.e1 ,, . .::'.b, i:,, . .i. n<.J l (,? • 

.:John Hu ban1;;,.k i ,, 1:~q<:::>cl :':;o ,, i::tnc:I Pc•tr1:r· .J iii1ff1E·!~,,.k i ,, dc::,c::,r· be,·/,, .1. t, ,, t.-\10,·r·c·:· 
injured, but will recover. The cause of the explosion is unknown. 

[Pittsburqh, Pa. Dispatch Wenesc:lay, February 9th, 1916] 



WILKES BARRE. Penn., Feb. 8.--A gas explosion killed seven men in 
the Nottingham Colliery of the Lehigh and Wilkes-Barre Coal Company 
at Plymouth late today. 

[New York Times Feb., 9 1916] 

Wilkesbarre, Pa., Feb. 9. Seven men were killed and tw□ injured by 
a gas explosion in the Ross Vein of the Lehigh and Wilkesbarre Coal 
Company at Plymouth late yesterday. 

[New York Mail Feb., 9, 1916] 

NINE DEAD IN MINE EXPLOSION. 

Men at Wilkesbarre Work at Great Odds to Reach Injured in Colliery. 

[SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE HERALD.] 

WILKESBARRE, PA., Tuesday.--Nine men were hurled to their death by 
an explosion of gas in the Ross Vein of the No. 6 slope of the 
L,::\nc:E: cnll:i..f:?l' .. Y at Plymou.th f:::i:'tl'"·ly today. Th(',· c!E'!i:",\th lis;;.t m<',tY b<-::~ 
larger and it is also believed that several mine workers have been 
injured. Working in secret and against great odds, a corps of mine 
officials and first aid men have been seeking for several hours to 
reach the injured and dead. The rescue work is slow and hazardous 
bE,•c E\ui,::.f::'• the:• mi nE,• hi',t'="· bt:c.•f,,:n q 1···E•Et t 1 y cl E\rl"IE\(JE'!d by t. h<-::,• t c:i1···c E~ c,·r t. hE" 
explosion. Rescue parties were at once sent into the working. At 
the entrance of the vein it was touncl that coal and rock had been 
loosened by the explosion, causinq a damming. 

[NEW YORK HERALD FEB 9 1916] 

SEVEN MEN WERE KILLED IN COAL MINE EXPLOSION. 

l,\IIl....l<E:B•····Ett,l::;:RE!, P,::"i .• !, FE•b. 9.······ .. ··13E~vE~n ffl(·:.1n t,\l~•"!l'··e killr:~d .i .. n c~ c;_i:::-ti,;;. 
explosion in the Lance colliery of the Lehigh & Wilkes-Barre Coal 
company at Plymouth yesterday afternoon. All the victims were of 
foreign birth. About 100 men were in the mine when the explosion 
occurred. They were hurled in all directions, several of the dead 
and injured being found scattered along the qangway. The dead are: 
Ht an l f:::•y 1:3 hu '"· t '"'· , :::,;FJ y f!!! <"~ ,,- i::. o 1 d !• rr1 c,·,. r r· :i .. Eid , ss :.i.. ::•; i,,,ma 1 l chi 1 cl 1·-- F!n ;, S:l o hn 
Lasaki, 26 years old, married; Georqe Gorki, 22 years old; married; 
M :i.. c:: hi::\ f::: l r·1 :.i .. k l ,::\c::,n :i .. <::,. ' -i'.!- C/ y F!•:::\ !' .. !'"· 0 l cl !I hi i -f E' i:":i.n d n :i. n (·''.• ,;;;: h :i. J. d 1r· f!!!n ~ ,\Q.n l E-::V 

Niewodonski, 19 years old, sinqle, driver, and Walter Balesta, 26 
years old sinqle. John Subanski, 30 years old, and Peter Jameski, 
doorboy, 16 years old, were injured, but will recover. The cause 
of the explosion is unkown. 

[Butler, (P.A.) Citizen Feb 10, 1916] 



Shaft In Lance Colliery At Plymouth Wrecked From Unkown Cause. 

afternoon by an explosion of gas in the Ross Vein of the No., 5 
Slope of the Lance Colliery at Plymouth. The dead= 
Stanley Shusta, 38, married, six small children. 
John Lassasski, 26, married, no children. 
George Gorki, 22, married, no children. 
Michael Mikalonis, 49, wife and nine children. 
Stanley Stanfsewski, married one week 
Vitold Niewdonski, 19, single, driver. 
Walter Balesta, 26 single. 
John Subanski, 30 years, and Peter Jamseski, door boy, 16, were 
injured, but will recover. 
Officials entered the mine for an examination at 10 o'clock last 
ni<.:;,iht.. ·rhe Ci::11...1~~<-'1 c::,f t.l· .. 1~,'! r,:::-iplcl!::;ion .i.!c:• unknuh1n. P1l l the \1ictim!,::• 
were of foreign birth and several uf them left large families. lt 
i•"· bE•liF!VE'•c:1 •3c:,mr~ o·f th£.::- mE·n i,,,1r,•t'"'F!! kill<;;:d I:::,·:,,' blE:1ck di::1rnp t,\1h:ich 
followed the explosion. The gas is believed to have been ignited 
by the naked lamp of one of the miners. Owing to the force of the 
blast, which badly damaged the inside workings of the mine, the 
rescue work was slow and tedious. 
About one hundred men were in the mine when the explosiun occurred. 
They were hurled in all directions, several of the dead and injured 
bE•inq -found !',;c:eit.tr,:•r-·E•d i::<lc:lng tht::• q;:;1nqt,\1E1y. Thc:,!,''.f.,:• 1,,Jhc:l r:•,•!'SC:e1pF,:d the· 
blast rushed to the foot of the shaft only to find that wreckage 
had made it impossible to hoist or lower the carriage. 
P1 1,,;1.r-q<"1 1"·<,~~;:.c:uE• ~;;.qu.dd t•\'i',1!,::. quickly p1...1t tc:, i•\'C:•r··k ;,,incl i"!i.·f'tfa1·· i,,;F:.•VE~1·--al 
hc:,u1·--!'::• !,,;uc::c::f.•:•:E~dE•d in ·fc::i1'"·c::.i.nq i::(n c:lpE•ninq t.h1·--c::,uqh thr,• i•\'l'"E•c:ket<;J(::: i::!nd 
bringinq the imprisoned miners to the surface. At midnight it was 
E:"1nnclunc:E•:d thi::1t i:,<l J h;:,1c:I !:::,eE•r'i t,1c:c:c:,untE:•d ·fc:,1·... l .. ·Junc:lr"'E<ds:,. c,·f pr:.•r··bcln""· 
gathered about the mouth of the mine awaiting news of relatives and 
·f I' .. .i E• n cl !:::• ., 

[Harrisburq (P.A.) STAR-INDEPENDENT FEB 9, 1916] 

\_,JJl.._l<E::sHhF~:RE,, F'a .. !I FE~b. 9_ .......... bF!!\lE•'.•n 1,,101···!-::,nF:!n \,\lf!'!l'".F! 
i n j u I' .. E~ cl b \l i::( CJ i:":( !::'• E' ::•: p J c:, !'''· :.i. c:, n :.\. n t. h c• R C:l !','· !'''· v E,• :i. n c:, ·f 
Wilkesbarre Coal company at Plymouth. 

k :.l 11 (,~d and 
thr:: I....E:•h.:i.tJh 

[Ch.ic::aqc:, II....I..... JOURNAL Wednesday Feb. 9th 1916] 
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Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Feb. 9.--A gas explosion killed seven men in the 
Ross vein of the Nottingham colliery, Lehigh and Wilkes-Barre Coal 
Co., at Plymouth yesterday. About 100 men were in the mine when 
t ht:,• E">: r::d. c,i,:,.i c,n c,c: c u.r·TE'·d,. ·r hi:,:y t•·H'i•r--r:,:- hu , ... l E•d in i:i1 J . .I. d :.i. r·r;:•c t :.t. c::,n !:''·,. 
~:>E'VE~l'-- El 1 o·f th1::':- d (·:ic:1c:! ic'lncl :.f.nj u.1•--r;•d bE~ inq tound r.,1 l on9 t ht~! g c,1nq1,,1i',\Y,. 
Those who esc::aped the blast were imprisoned untill a rescue qanq 
forced its way to them. A miner's open lamp is supposed to have 
ignited qas, causinq the explosion. All the injured are expected 
to recover. The men who were killed were foreigners. 

N]: .. l"JE ..... l<I ! .... LED IN M J NE EXPI..JJS I.Ul\1 .•.. 

Gas Blast Wrecks Shaft at Plymouth, Pa. 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Feb 9.--Nine men were killed by a gas explosion 
.i.n the F;:c,i:;;.s ve::i.n o"i' thF,! ND.. '.'} !'':.lop<,? o-f th<'!'! l\lc,t tinq hi:"'1m m:i .. n(;,:, ,, i-,1 t. 
1:::•1ymouth. The cli-:::•ath l:.i.r:::.t rni':1\' bP lE11·--gr~1·-- E1nc! it .ii,; bF1l:i.P\iF•d !,''.i>: 
persons were injured Company officials say the identity of the dead 
ii,:. nc:it Ei•i;;:.t,,:1b l i i;;,.hed ,, o~•J:i.nt;;J to thr": ·f c'1r.:: t. th;::•,t one:• h1...1nd1•--E:c:I nther-­
c-:-mp l D·'./f::!e5 \.\!hD <-:-:'~,,.c;::lpf."!cl ·1"1·--om th<-?.• mine:• ·fi':1:i .. lf2d t.o ,, .. (,'.'!(J:i.:,''·tc:•1•--,. .!.t i:::'• 
bE:· 1 i E,•v E·:i'd !' hc,\,\lF:.•\l c:· , ... !' t. h El t E,1 l l c, ·f' t. he:• cl c:•i':"1 d ;:,11·-- E~ c, ·f t c:i 1·-- E~ :.i. n n b :i. , ... th • 
Wcirking in secret and against great odds, a ccirps Df mine otficials 
and first aid men arP seeking the dead and injured. The force ot 
the explosicin has been such, hciwever, that rescue work is slciw and 
tE•dic:,u:::'•!• thE'! rninE:• be:.i.n<J bc1cll·y' dctff1ti1qE,•d,. P1 bc:rd-y' c::i·f rninf!:: (:_ta:'', h!Et!','· 
tDuched off in SDme unknown manner, but probably by the naked lamp 
ot one ot the miners. The blast which tollowec:I hurled men in all 
direc:ticins, wrecked the interior ot the mine and rocked the 
!:::.ur ·f E'tC E'!. ·r hc::<!:':•E'! \••Jhc::i F•!::,.c:: i':1pE'!d the,• bl i"I !::'. t r-·ui::;.hE:•cl tc:, t hE• t c:,c::rt c,t t. hF! 

shaft cinly to find that wreckage had made it impossible to hoist or 
lciwer the carriaqes. A tcirce ot mpn were at work quickly and :i.n 
about twD hciurs the shrieking miners at the focit were littec:I to the 
:::; u ,, .. ·f :::1 n c: E• ., T hf:•:• t i r-· E. t. Et i d t E" ;::i rr1 !::, o ·f t. h F1 ro i n E• rn ;::1 d E'• !::'• n rn c,· E· --/' -f c:, r·· t i':"1 t. 
rescue work and reports were soon sent tci thP surtace. Five of the 
dead were tounc:1 scattered along the gangway. Further Dn two mcire 
bDclies were tciund and it was reported that rescuers had come acrciss 
the boc:liPs of twD more, besides a tew of the injurPc:I. 

[LEBANON (P.A.) Times Feb. 11, 1916] 
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